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Abstract

This research paper considers how the religious importance of Jerusalem

has affected politics, culture, society and architecture.

Jerusalem has always been of great political importance. Caliph Omar
Ibn al - Khattab went himself to accept the surrender of the city from the
patriarch Sophronius, and it was there that the Umayyads were sworn
in as caliphs, and where they then established the administration of the

Islamic State.

The al - Agsa mosque, and the various religious schools of Jerusalem,
ensured the cultural importance of the city. Form these academic
institutions, full of researchers working in various different fields, came

a continually developing scientific output.

The social life of the city also changed in accordance to Islamic
teachings. People arrived in the city to live, to pray, to visit, and to die -

so Jerusalem was full of all kinds of social types and classes.

Finally, Jerusalem was adorned with fine architecture. Buildings like
the Dome of the Rock gradually appeared, displaying the new Islamic
architectural style which had been developed since the arrival of Islam

in the city.
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to shed light on the status of Al - Aqsa Mosque and the
impact of the Israeli military occupation attacks on it. In her study, the

researcher has dealt with the following topics:

- The impact of the military occupation on the status quo of Al - Agsa
Mosque.

- The reflections of Trump’s plan known as «Deal of the Century» on

Al - Agsa Mosque.

- The impact of the corona virus pandemic restrictions on the Israeli

practices and their voracity towards Al - Aqsa Mosque.

This study has determined the importance of Al - Agsa Mosque for
Palestinians and Muslims due to the implication of the verse from the

Holy Quran that translates into:»Exalted is He who took His Servant

6/



by night from al - Masjid al - Haram to al - Masjid al - Agsa, whose
surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is

the Hearing, the Seeing» (Al - Isra 17:1)

This noble verse showed the value of Al - Aqsa Mosque for Muslims.
Al - Agsa Mosque is a historical and Islamic landmark in Jerusalem.
Mohammad, the messenger of Allah, peace and blessing of Allah be upon
him was taken to it in a miraculous journey. This mosque was the first
of the two Qiblahs (Direction to Kaaba) and the third of the Two Holy
Sanctuaries. The rock located in the heart of the Noble Sanctuary, Al -

Quds Al - Sharif, is one of the landmarks of the Arab Islamic civilization.

The «Deal of the Century» gave the Israeli Temple groups and the National
- Religious Right under the leadership of Netanyahu, the justification to
escalate their attacks on Al - Aqasa Mosque. This accord adopted the
Israeli vision of a solution towards all issues related to Al - Agsa Mosque.
The aggressive attitude of the Temple groups towards Al - Agsa became
the same as the official position adopted by the United States of America
for the first time in the conflict’s history.

The spread of the Corona virus pandemic came to preserve the Zionist
rise in controlling Al - Agsa and the official Jordanian retreat in front of it.
With the constant closure of Al - Agsa, the military occupation continue
to shut down all of the mosque gates except two. It is the Israeli soldiers
now are the ones who determine the number of guards at those gates. They
also isolated the Wagqf building by closing the door of the Council. The
Israelis illegitimately obtained a list of all Al - AgsaemployeesX names,
their tasks, positions and work schedules. The Israeli security began to
scrutinize the entry and exit of those employees, and placed themselves

in the position of the original administration of the mosque.
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The Israeli occupation pretended to show a parallel attitude towards
opening of Al - Agsa in front of the Muslims and the Zionist intruders
on the same day. They began imposing new measures in Al - Agsa that
included clearing the incursions paths, emptying Bab al - Rahma prayer
hall, escalating and permitting Jewish rituals, and trying to dominate
the southwestern side to Al - Agsa and Bab al - Silsilah as an additional
gathering point for the Zionist extremists. (Https://alquds - city.com/
items), But the Israeli ambitions did not stop there. They seek to ultimately

eliminate Islamic religious rituals in it. (Muhammad Ghosheh, p. 22).

Key words: Palestine, the Palestinian National Authority, Jerusalem, Al -

Agsa Mosque, the occupation.
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The al Agsa Mosque Building

The al — Agsa Mosque building is Located in the south center of the Masjid
al Agsa compound. It was built by the Umayyad Caliph al — walidibnAbd al
Malikibn Marwaninthe periodbetween90 AH /709 ADt096 AH /714AD.
That date is supported by some papyrus administrative documents found
in Egypt that contain correspondence between QurrahibnSharik, al walid
s governor of Egypt, and the ruler of the district of Aphrodito in Upper
Egypt consisting of accounts of expenses of the workers who participated

in the construction of the al — Agsa Mosque building.

The al — Agsa Mosque building consists of an elongated north — south
building with a wide central aisle that leads from the entrances on the north
side to the dome and miurab on the south side, and with three aisles on the
east side and three on the west side. Its north south length is 80 meters and

its east west width is 55 meters.(Guide to the Masjid al — agsa p.18).
First Edition: 1426 - 2005.
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(Microsatellite Instability and Mismatch Repair Genes Variation Testing
for the Identification of Lynch Syndrome among Palestinian Colorectal

Cancer Patients).
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